
Kidney News                          

Meri Kirihimete Everyone!,  

this is our final newsletter of the year and we would like to 

wish everyone a very happy Christmas and New Year. We 

would  also like to say a very big thank you to everyone who 

has supported Kidney Kids NZ in 2020.   
 

Welcome New Board Members 

A warm welcome to our new members of the Board who 

are Steve Barden (Chairman), Adelle McBeth, Siobhan 

Richards and Erica Fairbank. These new people bring a 

wealth of knowledge and experience to Kidney Kids and it is 

great to have them join us.  Steve Barden (pictured on the 

right), has been appointed Chairman and replaces Mark 

Roberts who is stepping down and has moved abroad. 

Mark, we would like to thank you for all your hard work and 

valuable input to Kidney Kids and wish you the very best for 

the future. 
 

Message from Steve Barden  
I am proud to be part of Kidney Kids NZ and feel an extra connection due to my 3 children all 

having Kidney reflux as they were growing up. Whilst the days of perpetual UTI’s are now 

gone,  I still remember the fantastic support Sarah and I received from the team at Starship 

and Dr William Wong. 
 

The last 10 months have been a challenge, however Keith and the team have done a fantastic 

job through Covid-19 and have taken advantage of technology to maintain their contact with 

the Kidney Kids community. They even managed to squeeze in an office move!! 
 

With Christmas around the corner I am thankful we can enjoy catching up with family and 

friends in relative normality, especially when you look around the world and see the 

restriction others have in place. Whilst we cannot travel off shore there are plenty of 

beautiful spots within our own back yards and I hope everyone gets to recharge their 

batteries in preparation for a better year in 2021.  
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Update from Family Support  

We welcomed 32 new families this year to Kidney Kids NZ.   

8 of our kidney kids received a kidney transplant this year. This is wonderful 

considering we are in a pandemic. 

 

Clinics 

Renal clinic dates will be advised by your specialists. As per usual you will be 

notified of your individual clinic appointments.  

We hope to travel in 2021 and attend clinics and get to see our families.  

 

Camp KeeWee 2021 

We are following Ministry of Health  guidelines and hope to hold Camp 
KeeWee March 19th—21st 2021.  

Thank you for the registration forms. More to follow on camp next year. 

 

YAK Camp  

YAK Camp is planned for early 2021. Further information to follow once 
finalized. 

 

Kidney News continued ... 

 



Golf Day  

Golf Day October 2020 

Kidney Kids are delighted to announce that 

$10,000 was raised in October from our 

Charity Golf Fundraising Event held at 

Akarana Golf Club, Mount Roskill. Due to 

COVID 19 this is the only fundraising event 

we have been able to hold this year and it is 

a very impressive result. 

Thank you to all who participated and a very 

big thank you to our supporters, OMNI and 

ALSCO. This was a most successful event 

enjoyed very much by everyone that attended.   

 

 

Watch this space 

Our CEO Keith attended the Bledisloe Cup 

game in Auckland this year.  

Martin Edwards from Southbase 

Construction very generously donated a 

rugby ball signed by The All Blacks to Kidney 

Kids NZ.  This is to be auctioned off next 

year. More to follow on this in 2021, we will 

keep you posted.  

Kidney Kids would like to say a big thank you 

to Martin. 
Keith Mackenzie (Kidney Kids) & Martin Edwards 

(Southbase Construction)  



Special Moments 

Seth Templeman, welcomed his new baby sister Faith 

to the family in April. Faith was born during lockdown. 

Seth is a gentle, kind, loving big brother. He loves 

reading to Faith and giving her cuddles. 

Ethan Ward (11 years), became 

a big brother 8th August. 

Pictured with his sister Chiara 

on the right. They have an 

amazing bond. When Ethan 

relapsed and ended up in 

hospital when Chiara was only 2 

weeks old she would always put 

a smile on his face and brought 

his spirits up.  

 

Waylon Griffiths (3 years), 

dressed up as a pirate for 

Halloween. 

Edwina Rogers (6 years), feeding her two “favourite 

pet” pigs—Ben & Sophie. 



Special Moments 

Jakob Richards - Kranenburg, 

excited his family have brought 

their first house.  He plans to 

decorate his new room. Jakob 

has now started school and 

bravely explained to his class 

about mitrofonoff stoma.   

Kidney kid Lilly Hermens and her Dad Robert sharing a 

special moment during lockdown. 

 

Michelle Edgecombe, looking 

lovely in her formal photo. 

Kolton Cargill, pictured bottom left with his Mum, 

received his second bravery award last week.  

 

 

Matt Taylor (14 years),  receiving 

personal excellence award at 

prize giving.  



Amelia Corbett Demartini (5 years), got to ride a horse 

and said it was her dream come true.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mason Allan (5 years), garden shopping with Mum & 

Dad, with his first wheelbarrow.  

 

 

 

 

Louisa Thomsen (8 years), won girls solo singing cup at 

school in September.  

 

 

 

Elijah Lemon (11 years), 

stenciling class at the art gallery. 

 

Thanks for sharing your lovely photos with us.  

Sorry we can not include all photos. If you have photos to 
share for our next years newsletter, please send them through 
to rsherman@kidneykids.org.nz  

Special Moments 



What & Who? 

Four Taranaki locals (Reeve Barnett, Jamie Reid, Mick McBeth and Bernie Smith) have set 
themselves a speed golf challenge. They plan to complete every Taranaki golf course (18) in two 
and a half days. That is a marathon each day. 324 holes and approximately 1,600 hits per 
person to raise money for Kidney Kids New Zealand.  

Why? 

Reeve’s sister, Mick’s wife and Bernie’s friend Adelle McBeth, new Kidney Kid board member, 
was diagnosed with kidney disease when she was 12, facing years of hospital stays in both 
Taranaki and Starship, dialysis and a transplant as a kid. Kidney Kids support for her and the 
family during this time was beyond valuable.  Kidney Kids like many charities have felt the 
impact this year from COVID so the team thought they would get together and do something to 
raise much needed funds.   

When? 

On the fourth anniversary of Reeve donating Adelle one of his kidneys for her second transplant 
28th-30th January 2021.   

How you can help 

Go to the facebook page and share with friends/family. 

https://www.facebook.com/taranaki18charitychallenge 

 You can donate directly to the fundraising target at Givealitte  

Taranaki 18 Challenge speed  (speed golf) 

We wish Mick McBeth, 
Bernie Smith, Jamie Reid 
and Reeve Barnett all the 
very best in completing this 
challenge and we look 
forward to finding out in 
the new year how much 
money is raised for Kidney 
Kids NZ.   

Thanks guys and good luck 
with the challenge! 



Thank you Zack Stringer our 

super star kidney kid for 

featuring in Walter’s video. 

Thank you Walter & Katherine our wonderful  

ambassadors 

This has been a challenging year for all. Kidney Kids would like 
to thank Walter and Katherine for their continued support for 
Kidney Kids. You guys are great and we love having you on 
board.  

As we have not been able to hold our usual Christmas 
gatherings around the regions this year Walter put together a 
special Christmas video for everyone to enjoy.  We have had wonderful feedback from our 
families about this video. Check it out if you haven’t already seen it.   

Please follow the link to view this video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEa6fdjVfd0&feature=youtu.be 
 

Thank You  

On Thursday 3rd December at 5pm Walter and the Kidney 
Kids Team had an end of year get together in the office 
which was streamed live on Kidney Kids Facebook Hub. Our 
awesome kidney kids tuned in and participated in a quiz and 
some great prizes have been sent out to those clever 
winners. Well done!  
 

The highlight of the night was Walter who was voted by the 
kidney kids themselves to drink the tuna & sauce smoothie, 
(yuck!) He was a great sport and finished every last drop. 
Walter, you are amazing! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEa6fdjVfd0&feature=youtu.be


 

Thank you to the amazing Michael Coley! 

Kidney Kids NZ can’t thank Michael enough. Michael has 
been supporting Kidney Kids NZ  now for over 5 years.  
Michael has also been auctioning off a selection of 
iPhone photographs of the amazing Maungawhau and 
views of Auckland which he took on his 333x3 journey 5 
years ago.  Update—he has currently sold 19 prints and 
Kidney Kids have received an amazing $3472.00. 

Thank You  

Thank you Saurav 

Thanks to Saurav for volunteering and helping at Kidney 
Kids for 3 days getting our Christmas letters out to our 
families. It was great having you help the team during our 
busy lead up to Christmas. We would have been lost 
without your help. 

 

Thanks to Southern Stars Charitable Trust 

Another big thank you to Southern Stars Charitable Trust 
who ran their annual telephone marketing campaign from 
October 12th until November 27th this year. Thank you for 
your efforts this year in trying times, we very much 
appreciate it.  

Thanks too to those very kind people who generously 
donated this year supporting Kidney Kids NZ. 

Click here to see Michael’s work 

Kidney Donors  

Kidney Kids thank our 

incredible donors who have 

given new life to our kidney 

kids. You are selfless, loving 

and  super human beings and 

Kidney Kids NZ wishes you 

the happiest Christmas with 

fun and laughter and a whole 

lot of love with your beautiful 

children.  

If you are thinking about 

donating a kidney, the NZ 

governments Ministry of 

Health Website has useful 

information  

Click on this link  

Christmas 2021 will be an extra special 
celebration for 8 kidney kids who received a 
kidney transplant at Starship Hospital thanks to 
5 live donors and 3 deceased donors this year. 

A number of these transplants took place during 
our lockdowns. 

https://www.instagram.com/michaelcoley_nz/?hl=en
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/treatments-and-surgery/organ-donations-and-transplants/live-organ-donation/live-organ-donation-guides-and-forms


KanTabs 

Lions Clubs throughout the country support Kidney Kids 
NZ. This money is used to enable us to provide support 
and services to children with kidney disease/disorders and 
their family/whanau.  

Kidney Kids NZ offers home and hospital visits, practical, 
emotional and educational support. Annual kidney kid 
camps, regional visits and family/whanau get togethers, 
Information and resource material. Quarterly newsletters, 
regular emails and phone support.  

Please note that we do not collect KanTabs at the Kidney 
Kids Office.   
 

Please contact your local Lions Club. All details are on 
our Kidney Kids website.   

Please click on this link below 

https://kidneykids.org.nz/about-us/kantabs/  

 

Administration 

Special Thanks  
A special mention to Firth School Senior Student Council members and Andy 
Anderson from Matamata Lions for their great effort.  

Thank You 

To all of our 

KanTab 

collectors and Lions  

for partaking in this  

initiative and for supporting 

us at Kidney Kids.  

Firth School Senior Student Council members 
are proud to be helping with the collection of 
tabs and screw top lids for ‘Kan Tabs for  Kidney 
Kids’.  

They, alongside Matamata Lions, would really 
appreciate your support. 

https://kidneykids.org.nz/about-us/kantabs/


 

Christmas Office Hours 

Please note that our Kidney Kids office will be closed over Christmas and New 
Year. The last day of business will be Tuesday 22nd December 2020 at midday. 
We will reopen again on Monday 11th January 2021. 
 

Medication Reminder 

Do you have enough medication to last you through the holidays for your children? 
Always best to have too much than not enough! Most surgeries will be closed 
over the Christmas and New Year Season. If you require urgent medical  
assistance go to your nearest hospital or call 111. 
 

Contact Details 

If any of your contact details change, please let the team at Kidney Kids know. 
We send our newsletters out quarterly by email. If we have your email address 
you should be receiving these. Please email changes to Rachel Sherman      
rsherman@kidneykids.org.nz or freephone Kidney Kids 0800 215 437.  
 

World Kidney Day  

World Kidney Day is March 11th 2021—more information to follow next year. 
 

We wish all our Kidney Kids families a safe and Happy Christmas and every  

good wish for the New Year. Look forward to catching up again in 2021 . 

Administration cont’d 

We all need a little support 
Supporting Kidney Kids NZ in whatever way you can is 
always appreciated. Your support helps us to support our 
families nationwide. If you would like to donate to Kidney 
Kids you can go to our website and click on the ‘Donate’ 
button...  

http://www.kidneykids.org.nz/ 

http://www.kidneykids.org.nz/
https://givealittle.co.nz/donate/Organisation/kidneykids


 

Kidney Kids NZ has many companies, charities, trusts and other 
organisations who support us throughout the year. This support 
enables us to continue to provide the much-needed support 
services to our Kidney Kids families nation-wide. We would like to 
take this opportunity to give thanks, to the following:  
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