
Kidney Kids having fun. 

Kidney News                             

Kia ora Everyone, this certainly has been a challenging few 

months for our nation and it’s people. We have all done 

really well by isolating and should be very proud of 

ourselves. Hopefully this newsletter finds your families 

keeping well. 
 

Clinics 

The nephrologists have been holding virtual clinics over 
lockdown.   

Renal clinic dates will be advised by your specialists.                 
As per usual you will be notified of your individual clinic                 
appointments. 

Travel around the regions is still not possible by our team 
at the moment. 
 

School’s Back 

Hope school is going well for those children who have  
now returned. 
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Dani Tyler 6 months post transplant  

May 2020 

Kidney Donors 

Kidney Kids thank our       
incredible donors who have 
given new life to our kidney 
kids. You are selfless, loving 
and super human beings. 

If you are thinking about 
donating a kidney, the NZ  
governments Ministry of 
Health website has useful 
information. 

Click on this link here  

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/treatments-and-surgery/organ-donations-and-transplants/live-organ-donation


(Home of Huggles Primary Product Tester -above) 
 

Home of Huggles was an idea which evolved while              
Siobhan Richard’s son Jakob (kidney kid) was at Starship. 

They create products that solve a challenge in people’s 
lives with a kidney kid.   

These designs have made the night time bed changing so 
much easier and Siobhan’s aim is to share these 
creations.      

All of the products can easily be cleaned and are safe for 
babies/kids. They use a specialised barrier textile 
designed for medical and acute settings.  

Incorporating this textile into their products has ensured 
they are waterproof, antimicrobial, antifungal, 
breathable, closed to bacteria, and resistant to urine, oils 
and fats.    

Check out the website and to order products click here 

 

5 Ways to Wellbeing 
 

BE ACTIVE -                    
do what you can,           
enjoy what you do, 
move your mood 

CONNECT -                   
talk and listen,               
be there,                          
feel connected 

GIVE - your time,         
your words,                 
your presence 

TAKE NOTICE -               
remember the simple 
things that give you joy 

KEEP LEARNING -       
embrace new                 
experiences,                
surprise yourself,                         
see opportunities,  

(Published by Mental Health    
Foundation of NZ)  

Home of Huggles 

https://www.homeofhuggles.co.nz/


Covid 19 coronavirus: Nadene Lomu donates hundreds of 
face masks to children's kidney disease charity 

 

5 May, 2020 1:20pm 

Nadene Lomu, the widow of rugby legend Jonah Lomu, has donated 500 
medical-grade face masks to Kiwi kids with kidney diseases. 

One of the all-time great players to don the black jersey, Lomu died of a 
heart attack in November 2015 after a long battle with kidney failure. 

Through her business, Nadene Lomu Cosmetics, Lomu's widow gifted the 
masks to Kidney Kids, a not-for-profit kidney disease charity for children. 

The outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic prompted Nadene to step 
forward and help      families who were impacted by kidney diseases. 

"Not having the necessary equipment within their homes to help ease the burden is difficult," 
she said. 

"Seeing how difficult it was to get face masks, I knew I needed to figure out a way to help 
some of the charities close to mine and Jonah's hearts, so I did." 

The donated masks were being couriered to vulnerable children who were on kidney dialysis 
and who had a kidney transplant. 

More than 400 families throughout New Zealand were supported by Kidney Kids and the 
organisation was first established in 1990.  

The majority of funding was through public donations and community grants (45 and 35 per 
cent), while the Government provided 3 per cent of funding. 

After losing her husband, Nadene said the business was her "saving grace" and she wanted to 
use her suffering to help others knowing "how dark life" could be. 

"It was my way of relating to people on a personal level where I could help share their burden 
in helping them to feel empowered and beautiful with who they are," she said. 

"Before lockdown, I thought about how I would have had to get our family through the 
pandemic if Jonah were still with us and it was at that point that I decided to expand Nadene 
Lomu Cosmetics in a direction that I can continue to help others in what I knew first hand. 

"So, by making this donation to Kidney Kids and their families, it is my way of helping to 
lighten the burden as best I can." 
 

To read the full story click on the NZ Herald link here  

Masks donated to Kidney Kids 
Thank you Nadene Lomu 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12329631


Lew’s 3000km self supported Tour Aotearoa bike ride for Kidney Kids 
 

Lewis Stronge was inspired after a dear friend endured a long journey with kidney 
disease. This began at Starship and involved 2 kidney transplants. Over the years Lewis 
visited her many times and “realised what a great job Kidney Kids do for unfortunate 
children”. 

Lewis decided to ride the Tour Aotearoa challenge and  
raise money for Kidney Kids through his Facebook page. 

“I've combined my drive to push myself and my desire 
to help Kidney Kids. Help me fundraise for this 
worthwhile cause!.”                                                                                                                             
“I have completed some amazing events but this might 
top them all (not getting any younger)! My goal is to 
mountain bike ride from Cape Reinga to Bluff, self 
supported and 60% off road in 30 days. I am counting on 
your help and support, every little bit makes a big difference!”  

Lew started his tour on 4th March and had completed 1,791 km at an average speed of 
15.4 kph before lockdown caused him to postpone his ride but he is returning – so 
please follow Lew’s incredible journey via the interactive map and see his wonderful 
Instagram posts along the way.  

 

https://www.instagram.com/lews_touraotearoa/  

https://www.touraotearoa.maprogress.com 
 

Please support Lew & Kidney Kids by donating here 

 

Circus Quirkus—The Show Must GO ON! 

Circus Quirkus took their show online due to the unique situation with COVID 19 and 
many of our families were able to watch these shows from their living rooms in the 
safety of their own bubbles.  

Thank you to the Rotary Clubs for supporting this and bringing some joy and laughter to 
families during challenging times. We had some wonderful feedback from people who 
really enjoyed watching the shows. 

Ride for Kidney Kids 

https://www.instagram.com/lews_touraotearoa/
https://www.touraotearoa.maprogress.com
https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/lews-3000km-self-supported-tour-aotearoa-bike-ride?


Paihia Four Square owner-operator Scott Jackson with a Kidney Kids donation box and staff Macklin Wilson,  

Kimberly Church and Megan Greenwood. Photo / Peter de Graaf  Northern Advocate 

Store's donation more than makes up for Paihia charity-box theft   
 

Unfortunately, one of our charity boxes was stolen from Paihia Four Square. Despite the 
blow, the Four Square owner-operator Scott Jackson is donating $250 to Kidney Kids 
which more than makes up for the loss. We here at Kidney Kids NZ are reminded of the 
kind-hearted nature majority of us Kiwis have. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you.  
 

Click on link to read the full story Link 

 

 

Thank You to Leah Gerrard               

Fabulous kidney kid Mum Leah was registered to run the City 2 Surf to raise money for 
kidney kids and unfortunately due to lockdown she was unable to compete. However Leah 
still managed to raise over $1000.00 for Kidney Kids and has very generously donated this 
money to us.  

Big hearted Paihia Four Square 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=12331029


Camps  

Until further notice our camps are sadly on hold. We are following Ministry of Health  
guidelines and want to keep our kidney kids safe and well. 
 

Contact Details 

If any of your contact details change, please let the team here at Kidney Kids know. 
Then we can keep in touch with you.  

We send our newsletters out quarterly by email. If we have your email address you 
should be receiving these. Please email Rachel Sherman with any changes to your 
contact details. rsherman@kidneykids.org.nz  Kidney Kids freephone 0800 215 437 
 

New Kidney Kid Families 

In spite of lockdown 7 new families managed to find us through Facebook, word of 
mouth and the website and we welcome them to Kidney Kids NZ.   
 

Brochures 

We have distributed our brochures and information to Pediatric Outpatient clinics 
around the country so hopefully you will see these displayed in waiting rooms. 
 

Online meetings  

If you are interested you could set up a meeting with other Kidney Kids parents 
online. Many of us have had practice with this during lockdown. It’s an easy way to 
keep in touch and connect with people. 

Administration 

 

We all need a little support 
Supporting Kidney Kids NZ in whatever way you can is always 
appreciated.  

Your support helps us to support our families nationwide.  

If you would like to donate to Kidney Kids you can go to our  

website and click on the ‘Donate’ button...  

http://www.kidneykids.org.nz/ 

http://www.kidneykids.org.nz/
https://givealittle.co.nz/donate/Organisation/kidneykids


 

Kidney Kids NZ has many companies, charities, trust and other organisations who 
support us throughout the year. This support enables us to continue to provide the 
much-needed support services to our Kidney Kids families nation-wide. We would 
like to take this opportunity to give thanks, to the following:  
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